
FOCUS Respite

FOCUS Camp Hollywood

Thornwell Children’s Home

Special Offerings

Heifer International

LaGonave, Haiti (Goat Project)

Food for All

Caring for Creation (Environmental
Stewardship)

Foster Care Support Foundation

Drake House

North Fulton Child Development Center

North Fulton Community Charities

Family Haven

The Open Door Shelter

The Place of Forsyth

Presbyterian Women Missions

Youth Mission Trips

Local Mission Projects

Holy Saturday Mission Day of Service

Angel Tree

Food, School Supplies, and Clothing Drives

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund

Youth Talent Show

Youth Auction

Deacons

Flowers to Shut-ins

Meals-to-Heal

Sunday Morning Fellowship Breakfast

Fun Wednesday

STARS (Seniors-Travel-Art-Recreation-Social)

Presbyterian Women Ladies’ Night Out

Fitness Foundations

Men’s Basketball, Softball

APC Golf Tournaments

Men’s Breakfast Fellowship

Book Club

Small Group Dinners

Chili Dinner

Easter Egg Hunt

Hanging of the Greens

Family Spring Festival

Brownies, Cub Scouts

Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts

Venture Crew Scouts

to a minimum over the past few years. I want

to get rid of our mortgage so that we can give

more to support the work of North Fulton

Charities and Drake House and the Foster Care

Support Foundation and

other mission programs in

our community and around

the world.

    My wife and I are planning

to make a big down payment

on a “pace setting” gift to the

capital campaign on Sunday,

May 31st. We are still talking

about whether we will pay the balance of our

commitment thereafter monthly or in lump

sums over the next three years.

    – Tom Denham

    When we

think about

why we're

going to give

over and

above our

normal

giving to this

campaign,

we can't help

but realize all

the blessings God has bestowed upon us and

continues to grant our family. We also see the

great works of our church in the community

and around the world as our many missions

and outreach programs touch lives near and

far.  We believe God has great plans for APC

and through him all things are possible.

     – Duane and Nancy Lofdahl

Our Stewardship Journey

    One year when my church was having a

hard time paying our pastor, I started giving

10 percent of my income

to help. I had never tithed

before because I had been

giving only to satisfy a

sense of obligation. I was

surprised to find that

giving 10 percent did not

feel like a sacrifice under

the circumstances.

    One year a friend in my Sunday school class

asked me to help him rent a car. He did not

have a credit card and he needed a car to get

to work while his was being repaired. It took

almost a month to determine that his car

could not be fixed and my friend ran out of

money to cover the rental after about two

weeks. He had a wife and four children who

depended on him, so I bought him a used car.

I was surprised to find that giving him a car

did not feel like a sacrifice under the

circumstances.

    One day, a friend of mine who was already

having a hard time financially went in the

hospital and missed a lot of work. She got

behind in her bills and asked me for help. I

paid a few of her bills and gave her some

money for gas and groceries. The day I wrote

her a check was one of the best days of my

life and I wasn’t a bit surprised. You see,

though it took me years to learn, giving is a

privilege that brings me great joy.

    The burden of the mortgage on our buildings

at APC has forced us to cut our mission giving
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Dreams
Visions

Upcoming
“Dreams and Visions”
Campaign Events to
Be in Prayer About

Commitment Service
Sunday

- May 17, 2009

A time to celebrate and respond
to the work of Christ in our lives

First Fruits Service
Sunday

- May 31, 2009

Responding to God’s call through
a beginning gift and setting the
course

x

The Ministries of Alpharetta
Presbyterian Church

Our Mission: We are a Christ-
centered family of believers
committed to growing spiritually,

Sunday School – Preschool

Sunday School – Disciples’ Village

Sunday School – Youth

Sunday School – Promise Class (Special
Needs)

Confirmation Class

Worship and Sacraments Class

Sunday School – Bible Basics (Adult)

Sunday School – Christian Connections
(Adult)

Sunday School – Coffee Break (Adult)

Sunday School – Crossroads (Adult)

Sunday School Speaker Series (Adult)

Disciple Bible Studies

Men’s Monday Morning Bible Study

Windward Retired Men’s Bible Study

Hispanic Bible Study

Presbyterian Women Bible Study

Moms Morning Meditation

Living Prayer Group

New Members Class

Sunday Morning Kinderkirk

Sunday Morning Nursery

Sunday Evening Youth Groups

Fun Wednesday Programs

Youth Prayer Breakfasts

Elementary School Special Outings

Vacation Bible School

Kaleidoscope Faith ‘n Art Camp

Theological Education Support

...worshipping joyfully,

Sunday Worship Services

Special Worship Services

Chancel Choir

Handbell Choir

One Voice Youth Choir

Seraph Choir

Cherub Choir

Communion Guild

Acolyte Guild

Praise Team (Instrumentalists)

Worship Greeters

Ushers

Liturgical Art Team

Open Arms Ministry

Prayer Labyrinth

Wedding Guild

Joyful Noise Guitar Group

Special Concerts

Audio Visual Team

...and sharing God’s love daily.

Alpharettapres.com

The Good News

Family Retreat

Presbyterian Women Retreat

Confirmands Retreat

Middle School Retreat

Senior High Retreat

Destination Unknown Retreat

Road Rules Retreat

Alpharetta Christian Theater – ACT 1

ACT 1 Children’s and Teen Theater

ACT 1 Liturgical Theater

ACT 1 Traveling Theater

5:16 Players

APC Day School

Alpharetta Rotary

Northside Festival Singers

Whiz Kids Tutoring

Career Transition Ministry

Bereavement Guild

Parenting Classes

Al-Anon

Alcoholics Anonymous (day and evening)

Narcotics Anonymous

Stephen Ministers

Mothers of Multiples Support Group

Lionheart School (Special Needs School)

Learning on the Log (Special Needs
Enrichment)

FOCUS (Families of Children under Stress)

Worship and Sacraments class serve communion, April 2009

Choir and chimes

Youth group mission trip to New Orleans

Tom Denham and JoAnne Roesner

Duane and Nancy Lofdahl

"Do not store up for

yourselves treasures

on earth, where

moth and rust

destroy, and where

thieves break in and

steal. But store up for

yourselves treasures

in heaven, where

moth and rust do not

destroy, and where

thieves do not break

in and steal. For

where your treasure

is, there your heart

will be also."

~ Matthew 6:19-21



Commitment Questions and Answers

Q. What are the goals and objectives of the 
Dreams and Visions Campaign?

A. First, we hope to increase our members’ awareness
and understanding of stewardship principles, as
well as APC’s current financial circumstance.
Second, we hope that all those who are able will
make a commitment to support our effort to reduce
APC’s mortgage debt over the next three years.
Third, our financial goal is to reduce as much of
the outstanding $2 million mortgage balance as
we can by 2012.

Q. When do I/we actually make a commitment?

A. Individuals or families will have the opportunity
to submit their completed commitment cards
during worship services on Commitment Sunday,
May 17, 2009.  Completed commitment cards may
also be mailed or delivered to the church at other
times, as well, though we hope to receive all
commitments within a week or two of May 17th.

Q. When do I/we start paying this
commitment?

A. We will collect and dedicate our first offerings on
First Fruits Sunday, May 31, 2009.  No payment
is required, but all are encouraged to participate
with an initial gift on this date, if possible.

Q. Is there a schedule for making payments on
my commitment?

A. You may give on the schedule that is most
convenient for you over the next three years - once
a week, once a month, once a year, or all at once.

Q. May commitments be revised between now
and 2012?

A. Yes.  These commitments are not binding contracts.
They are estimates that will be used in financial

x

D r e a m s  &  V i s i o n s

“I will pour out my spirit on all flesh . . .  your old shall
dream dreams and your young shall see visions.”

~ Joel 2:28

Dreams and Visions  -
Capital Stewardship
Campaign

    Our goal in this campaign is to reduce

as much of our $2 million mortgage

debt as possible by 2012.  We have

been able to meet our financing costs

(i.e., interest payments and

operating expenses) because

through proper planning we have

relatively large financial reserves.

 However, those reserves have

been significantly diminished during

the last few years. Because of our depleting

cash reserves, we will be unable to sustain

current ministry programs without a

significant reduction in our building debt.

 Hence the urgency of this campaign!

    At present, our mortgage payments,

including principle and interest, total

$197,000 per year.  In 2009, this is 16%

of annual operating budget, which, for a

church our size, is burdensome and an

impediment to our ability to meet other

needs.

    Our plan is to address the current

mortgage circumstance by doing what we

can to reduce our mortgage principal.  In

celebrating our past, looking to our future,

and addressing present needs, we are

confident that we will continue to discern

Commitment Services

    On Sunday, May 17, 2009, at both

Worship Services, each of us will be given

an opportunity to make our financial

commitment to the three-year Capital

Stewardship Campaign.  Commitment

cards will be handed out during the

service and we will be asked to fill them

out.  Ample time will be allotted at each

service for this act of worship.

First Fruits Offering

“Every great journey begins
with one step.”

    Our first step toward our goal to

eliminate, or significantly reduce, our $ 2

million building debt begins on May 31,

2009 with the giving of our First Fruits

Offering.  This offering begins our three-

year giving to the Capital Stewardship

Campaign.

    Special offering envelopes will be made

available to facilitate our giving.  A strong

response on this day provides the financial

resources for our church to move decisively

toward meeting our goal.

    Our consultant tells us that it is not

planning.  If circumstances change, you may revise
your commitment – upward or downward – at any
time during the next three years.  In fact, we hope
that we will receive additional, new commitments
as new members join or as circumstances improve
for those unable to make a commitment now.

Q. Who will have access to information
regarding individual commitments?

A. Your commitment is confidential.  The Financial
Administrator maintains this information and
provides certain information to the Finance
Committee and Session, which is used in planning
and management of APC’s finances – though
information regarding individual commitments is
seldom necessary.

Q. How do we make our gifts toward the
campaign?

A. Gifts can be made at any time, but are typically
made during Sunday worship.  All gifts should be
clearly designated for “Capital Fund.”  If you have
questions about this, please contact our Financial
Administrator, Susan Schiltz.

Q. How will the money given actually be used?

A. All monies received as a result of the Capital
Stewardship Campaign will be used to pay down
our existing mortgage.

Q. What effect will this campaign have on our
annual operating budget?

A. Gifts to this mortgage reduction effort should be
over and above regular giving.  It is vitally
important that we continue funding APC’s ongoing
programs and ministries (which includes payroll
and property expenses).   Over the longer term,
we expect that reducing the mortgage will free up
money to be used for other purposes.

"Each of you must give

as you have made up

your mind.  Not

reluctantly or under

compulsion, for God

loves a cheerful giver."

~ II Corinthians 9:7

unusual to receive at least 10% of what was

committed to the campaign during the

First Fruits offering.

    Let’s strive to do 10% or more!

God’s call and claim God’s promise for

APC.  While we may not be able to

eliminate the entire debt, every dollar of

principal reduction will be a dollar that

can be used for ongoing ministry.  By the

power of God’s Spirit, just imagine what

we might accomplish if we had an

additional $197,000 every year to spend

on mission projects, additional staff or

programming!


