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Dreams
Visions

Upcoming
“Dreams and Visions”
Campaign Events to
Be in Prayer About

Vision Awareness
Gatherings

- April 20 - May 3, 2009

Large and small group
gatherings designed to share
thoughts, learn, and pray about
moving forward in faith

Ministry Emphasis
Sunday

- May 3, 2009

Learn how APC is responding to
the call to minister in Christ’s
name

Commitment Service
Sunday

- May 17, 2009

A time to celebrate and respond
to the work of Christ in our lives

First Fruits Service
Sunday

- May 31, 2009

Responding to God’s call through
a beginning gift and setting the
course
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Dear Friends,

    Since 1987, God has been faithful to this

congregation, blessing us with the

opportunities and resources to build a

vibrant church that touches the lives of

people in this community and in distant

places.  At the same time, God has called

us to confront the challenges of growth and

to be good stewards of our talents and

material wealth.

    Today, amid

uncertain times, APC

is experiencing ever

increasing

opportunities for

ministry.  At the

same time, we are

confronting the very

real challenge of

reducing our

mortgage debt,

which is imperative if we are going to

continue funding programs, staff and

mission efforts.

    As difficult as this challenge may seem,

APC is stepping out in faith, confident that

God will continue to build and strengthen

this church.  For where we see challenge,

God sees opportunity – the opportunity to

open our eyes and our hearts to new

“Dreams and Visions” for APC.

    This campaign is about much more than

debt reduction.  In the coming weeks, we

will explore stewardship and spiritual

growth in a way that will bring us closer to

each other and closer to God.  We encourage

you to actively participate by attending

worship and educational offerings, the

prayer vigil, and Vision Awareness

gatherings.  Pray for wisdom and

discernment and be open to God’s leading

about what you might do to support this

campaign.

    Our goal is not equal gifts, but equal

sacrifice.  Together, we can meet this

challenge and claim God’s promises for

APC.

In Christ,

David and Anne Dantzler
              Campaign Directors

“What Alpharetta Presbyterian
Church Means to Me...”

    Like a lot of

Alpharetta

Presbyterian Church

families, Tom and I

came looking for a

church, but what we

found was that and so

much more.  Within these walls we’ve not only grown

in our own faith; we also have come to know the people

who worship, share fellowship, and serve alongside us.

We’ve developed relationships with them that are like—

or maybe even better than—extended family.

    Our daughter Zada was nurtured in the APC Dayschool

and has come into her own in youth group—a place that

she loves because she is accepted and can be herself, and

a place where we as parents are comfortable having her

spend time.

    Ben, our 19-year-old son, who has mental retardation

and autism, has a place on Sunday morning.  When he

had brain surgery two years ago, it was our friends at

APC who were our key support system.

    APC really is like having a community of aunts, uncles,

brothers, sisters, and grandparents.  Some people say it

takes a village:  I say it takes a church.

         Polly Hyatt

•  On any given Sunday, approximately 500 people participate in
    worship; 200 young people and 150 adults attend Sunday School
    classes; and 80 of our middle school and high school youth
    participate in Youth Group.

•  Every week, more than 60 adults participate in Disciple bible
    studies.

•  Small groups such as PW Circles, bible studies, and committees
    of the Session regularly meet at the church.

•  Wednesday evenings provide a time for fellowship dinners,
    learning for all ages, and choir rehearsal.

•  APC Dayschool, recognized as one of the best in this community,
    provides Christian nurture and care to more than 300 pre-school
    children every week.

•  Since 2000, we have hosted the Lionheart School, founded to
    address the specific needs for children with Autism and special
    needs in our community.

•  On Monday afternoons, 30 of our members tutor 30 Whiz Kids
    from Manning Oaks Elementary School.

•  Several times each week APC hosts Boy and Girl Scout
    Troops, Cub Scouts, and Brownies. APC is also the home of  the
    Boy Scout District Council and the Regional Girls Scout Leader’s
    Organization.

•  Three days a week, support groups from Alcoholics Anonymous,
    Narcotics Anonymous, Al-Anon and Families Anonymous meet
    in the Education Building.

•  Every Friday morning, APC is host to the Alpharetta Rotary
    Club.

•  APC is the home of ACT 1, the local family-oriented community
    theater and drama ministry.

2009 Mission Day of Service: Assembling health kits for disaster relief.

2009 4th & 5th grade mini lock-in: Small group discussion.

APC Our “Mission Headquarters”

Did you know?

    In addition, it is from our “mission headquarters” that we provide

support to local charities such as North Fulton Community Charities,

The Place in Forsyth, Drake House, Family Haven, and the Foster

Care Support Foundation.  It is from this place that we launch mission

trips to other communities in need of physical and spiritual support.
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Commitment:  A
Statement of the Heart

    Many of us are asked, even expected to

make commitments in our lives. To commit

means to pledge or make a promise to

undertake a particular course of action. We

make a commitment when we agree to take

on a marriage, family, friendship, career,

or education, to name just a few. We

commit to invest our time, energy, and

money in those things we hold dear, those

things we set as priorities in our lives.

Commitment:  A Process
of  the Heart

    As you consider your own part in making

a financial commitment to the Capital

Stewadship Campaign, these steps may

assist you:

•  Pray for guidance in reaching a giving

decision, which will be right for you and

for the church.

•  Allow faith to become part of your

decision. Leave room for God’s help, and

He will aid you with the decision you need

to make.

•  Consider sacrifice as a way to set apart

a portion of what you have, to give

something you personally value as a way

of expressing your love for God and

Alpharetta Presbyterian Church.

D r e a m s  &  V i s i o n s

“I will pour out my spirit on all flesh . . .  your old shall
dream dreams and your young shall see visions.”

~ Joel 2:28
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“Dreams and Visions”
Prayer Vigil

    On April 25, APC held a prayer vigil for

the Capital Stewardship Campaign. Prayers

were lifted up by the congregation for our

church, the capital campaign, and special

requests that had been previously collected. 

    The vigil took the form of silent prayers

in the theater and a "prayer tour" of the

APC facilities designed to give a deeper

appreciation for the many ways our campus

is used by the church and community. As

well as the amazing number of children

and adults that are touched by what goes

on in the buildings of APC. 

    The Spiritual Life team asks that you

continue to pray for God’s will to be done

in our church, for our church leaders, and

over what your sacrifice will be.

Ministry Emphasis
Sunday

    Can you name all the ministries

Alpharetta Presbyterian Church supports?

Did you know that our facilities are used

everyday of the week by APC members and

our community? On Sunday, May 3, 2009,

be sure to attend the 8:30am or 11:00am

Worship Service to discover just how wide

our ministry arms reach.

Levels of Giving Needed
to Produce $2,000,000

    Giving is for three years, over and above

your regular giving. “Not Equal Giving, But

Equal Sacrifice”

    Consider giving cash, stocks, bonds, real

estate, life insurance policies or cash value

of policy, antiques, works of art, jewelry,

coin or stamp collections, income tax

refunds, assets in irrevocable or revocable

trusts.

Levels of Giving

Leadership      $45.000
Challenge      $25,000
Pacesetting      $10.000

Number
of Giving
Families

Gifts
Needed

Giving Level
(3- Year Total)

?                Gifts at

1                Gifts at

2                Gifts at

3                Gifts at

4                Gifts at

10                Gifts at

12                Gifts at

15               Gifts at

20                Gifts at

25                Gifts at

30                Gifts at

35               Gifts at

?                Gifts at

?

$250,000

$75,000

$60,000

$45,000

$30,000

$25,000

$15,000

$10,000

$7,200

$5,400

$3,600

?
The Spiritual Life team: Charels & Cissy Moriarty,
A.G. & Gayley Crockett,  Pat & Nancy Chisolm

The Ministry Emphasis team:  Jim & Mary Dantzler
Tom & Polly Hyatt,  Ray & Christina  Appen

   So it is with our church as we begin our

Capital Stewardship Campaign. Our

willingness to financially commit to the

future of Alpharetta Presbyterian Church

speaks volumes about our priorities as we

wrestle with what the church means to each

of us.

    Jesus expressed this truth about the

nature of commitment when He said, “For

where your treasure is, there your heart

will be also” (Matthew 6:21). May each of

us arrive at a financial commitment that

faithfully reflects our hearts!

Preparing Young
Disciples - Children’s
Ministry

    Did you know we have our own Disciples’

Village right in our church facility? Each

week our elementary-aged children learn

the stories of the Bible and the abundance

of God’s love through exciting experiences

that they can hear and see, in the “Good

News Tent”; taste, in the “Bread of Life

Cafe”; create, in the “Artist Workshop”;

act out, in the “Solid Rock Theatre”; and

play, in “Noah’s Arkade”. Building their

faith by learning and engaging their minds

through faith enriching experiences is an

important part of our children’s ministry.

    Our smallest Disciple’s (3, 4, and 5 year

old preschoolers) learn the stories of Jesus

and other important Bible stories in the

“Little Lambs Garden” and “Fishing Boat

Landing”.  These classes are a nurturing

enviornment that begins a spiritual journey

that will continue as they grow up in our

church family.

    During the Sunday School hour, up to

75 children gather for a time of learning,

growing, and fellowship that will create

memories for a life time. But that’s not all.

 During the Worship Service, 50 to 60

young children engage in Kinderkirk for

Bible and worship based activities, crafts,

and stories are shared. Special classes on

the sacraments and worship prepare

children to be part of the worship

experience.

    Our ministry to our children continues

on Wednesday evenings through Fun

Wednesday activities for up to 40 children

each week. Lastly, exciting outings bring

our children together to build friendships

and play together in Christian fellowship.

    At APC, we love the joyful noise and

energy that children bring to our church.

The childrens' ministry committee,

members, and APC staff are

enthusiastically working hard to provide

the most engaging and fulfilling Christian

education possible.

Heather Wagner,
Director of Childrens' Ministry


